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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

 

 Having announced that I will retire after this academic year, I have been going through old files and 

rediscovering past reports and presentations. In one of those documents, titled ñRemarks to Board of 

Trustees ï October 17, 1991,ò I gave my first impressions of Oesterle Library:   
 

ñWhen I first entered the library, I was struck by its light and airy feeling. That feeling has not left me.  

It is truly a joy to walk into a library building every day that erases the stereotype of a library as a dark 

and musty place.ò   
 

I am pleased to share that many years later, I still feel the same way.   
 

In the document, I outlined the challenges facing the library at the time - in terms of collection development, space, 

staffing, and services. I ended my remarks by stating:  
 

ñIn conclusion, I believe that the vessels in which information is contained will change dramatically over the next 20 

years.  Oesterle Library needs to be flexible ï both in building use and staffing patterns ï to accommodate and train users 

in these changing information vessels.ò          
 

Libraries will continue to change and evolve. Thanks to Clare and Lucy Oesterle, Oesterle Library is well-positioned to 

continue its evolution. 
 

Carolyn A. Sheehy 

Clare and Lucy Oesterle Director of Library Services 

 

NEW COMPACT SHELVING 
 

As an antidote to a lack of space for the libraryôs ever expanding Circulating 

Collection, compact shelving was scheduled to be installed over Interim. In 

preparation, approximately 26,000 books in the Circulating Collection were transferred 

to almost 100 rented book carts (pictured at right). Unfortunately, due to a 

manufacturerôs production delay, installation of the new compact shelving was re-

scheduled for the end of January 2008. 
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HIDDEN GEMS: THE LIMITED EDITIONS COLLECTION by Rosemary Henders 
 

The Sang Jazz Collection was highlighted in the fall edition of EX LIBRIS: From the Library. The Sangsô generosity did 

not stop there however. Philip and Elsie Sang also donated over 70 titles, published from 1960-1975, from the nearly 600 

published exclusively for the members of the Limited Editions Club.  
 

The Limited Editions Club was founded in 1929 by George Macy (1900-1956) to publish finely made and finely 

illustrated limited editions of classics of literature - and of some carefully selected contemporary titles. Most of the books 

were designed and beautifully illustrated with original artwork by leading commercial artists, who signed the books. Some 

were also signed by famous book designers and by the authors.
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Typically, 1,500 copies were printed of each of an average of twelve titles a year. In 1929 each book sold for $10. Macyôs 

family sold The Limited Editions Club to Boise Cascade in 1970, and the printing limit was raised to 2,000 copies shortly 

thereafter. 
 

North Centralôs Limited Editions Collection includes such titles as Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad, Charles 

Darwinôs The Descent of Man, Daisy Miller by Henry James, Livyôs The History of Early Rome, Sophoclesô Antigone,  

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, Edith Whartonôs The Age of Innocence, and W.B. Yeatsô Irish Folk Tales. 
 

Patrons wishing to use the Limited Editions Collection may contact Technical Services Coordinator Emily Prather, 637-

5709, to make an appointment.  
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Monpelier Books & Art, <http://www.majure.net/lechistory.htm>

 

 

 

ARCHIVES EXHIBIT: NCC MULTICULTURAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
 

 
Multicultural Student Ce nter Mural in Goldspohn 

The winter Archives exhibit focuses on the history of  

multicultural student organizations at North Central.   

Through photographs, programs, news clippings, and  

correspondence, the exhibit traces the development of  

some of these organizations. Groups featured in the  

exhibit include the Black Student Association, the  

Multicultural Student Association, La Familia, and  

Raza Unida. Also featured is the Gospel Extravaganza  

(originally developed by the Multicultural Student  

Association) which will be celebrating its 20th anniversary 

this January. 
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The winter term ñCommunity Speaksò program will feature Professor Richard Guzman 

discussing his book Black Writing from Chicago: In the World, Not of It? The anthology 

features works of Chicagoôs black writers from 1861 to the present, including newspaper 

writing, poetry, fiction, drama, essays, and historical and social commentary.
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to Lisa Woolley, author of American Voices of the Chicago Renaissance, Guzman succeeds in 

counterbalancing the previously predominantly white representations of multiethnic Chicago, by 

revealing ñthe continuous presence of black writers in Chicago and their pivotal contributions to  

the cityôs cultural, political, and intellectual life.ò
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ñCommunity Speaksò will take place in the libraryôs lower level lobby on Tuesday, March 4 at 

noon. 
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 Southern Illinois University Press, < http://www.siu.edu/~siupress/GuzmanBlackWritingfromChicago.html> 
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